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Date:  27 March 2019 
 
 

 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Development and Consent Order 
The Proposed Rail Central Strategic Rail Freight Interchange  
 
Thank you for referring the applicant’s request to defer the Preliminary Meeting which 
was received on 18 March 2019. 
 
We have considered the Applicant’s proposed Programmes A and B and have no 
objection to them.  
 
We would like to refer you to our Relevant Representation dated 15 January 2019 (a 
copy of which is enclosed) regarding the Development Consent Order, the content of 
which is still applicable. We have no further comments to make. 
 
Should you require any additional information, or wish to discuss these matters further, 
please do not hesitate to contact me on the number below. 
  
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Jennifer Moffatt 
Sustainable Places Planning Adviser 
 
Direct dial 02030 253488 
Direct e-mail jennifer.moffatt@environment-agency.gov.uk 
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Planning Inspectorate                                              Our ref: AN/2018/128353 
National Infrastructure Directorate                           Your ref: TR050004                
Temple Quay House                                                                 
Temple Quay                    
Bristol                                                                       Date: 15 January 2019 
BS1 6PN 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Development and Consent Order 
The Proposed Rail Central Strategic Rail Freight Interchange 
 
Please find enclosed our relevant representation for the Rail Central Strategic Rail 
Freight Interchange Development Consent Order 
 
The Role of the Environment Agency  
The Environment Agency has a responsibility for protecting and improving the 
environment, as well as contributing to sustainable development. We have three 
main roles:  
 
We are an environmental regulator – we take a risk-based approach and target 
our effort to maintain and improve environmental standards and to minimise 
unnecessary burdens on business. We issue a range of permits and consents.  
 
We are an environmental operator – we are a national organisation that operates 
locally. We work with people and communities across England to protect and 
improve the environment in and integrated way. We provide a vital incident response 
capability.  
 
We are an environmental advisor – we compile and assess the best available 
evidence and use this to report on the state of the environment. We use our own 
monitoring information and that of others to inform this activity. We provide technical 
information and advice to national and local governments to support their roles in 
policy and decision-making.  
 
One of our specific functions is as a Flood Risk Management Authority. We have a 
general supervisory duty relating to specific flood risk management matters in 
respect of flood risk arising from Main Rivers or the sea. 
 
Outstanding information and issues of concern  
Our relevant representation outlines where further work, clarification or mitigation is 
required to ensure that the proposal has no detrimental impact on the environment. 
Some of our comments - in particular the “Flood risk management” and “Water 
Framework Directive assessment” sections below - raise concerns which we believe 
need to be addressed prior to a development consent order being granted. In other 



instances, it may be acceptable for additional information to be provided later, by 
requirement. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information. We look 
forward to continuing to work with the applicant to resolve the matters outlined 
above, and to ensure the best environmental outcome for this project. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Jennifer Moffatt 
Sustainable places Planning Adviser 
 
Direct dial 02030 253488 
Direct email Jennifer.moffatt@environment-agency.gov.uk 
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Relevant Representations 
On behalf of the Environment Agency 

 
1.0 Main Strategic Rail Freight Interchange (SFRI) Site 
1.1 Flood Risk Management  
 
The information in the Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) provided does not satisfactorily 
demonstrate that the development will not result in an increase in the level of flood 
risk downstream of the site.  
 
The acceptability of the scheme, in flood risk terms, largely depends on the suitability 
of the data used to formulate the model files on which the FRA (Hydrock, Flood Risk 
Assessment, Hydraulic Modelling and Drainage Strategy Report (Part 1: Main SFRI 
Site), reference C151171-FRA001, dated 2nd February 2018), submitted with the 
application, is based. 
 
Whilst we generally agree with the FRA methodology and findings, sufficient 
information has not yet been provided to show that the development will not increase 
flood risk downstream of the site. This is fundamental to the acceptability of the 
scheme. Without this information we object to the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application on flood risk grounds.  
 
1.2 Water Framework Directive Assessment  
We currently object to the application because compliance with the Water 
Framework Directive (WFD) has not been demonstrated.  
 
The potential effects of the development on the WFD status of Wootton Brook must 
be considered. It must be satisfactorily demonstrated to us that the development will 
not result in a deterioration of the WFD status of Wootton Brook. In addition, 
opportunities to improve the WFD status of the Wootton Brook must be identified 
 
Information must also be provided to demonstrate how the Duston Mill potable water 
supply intake for Pitsford Reservoir (located 3.2 km downstream of the development 
site) will be protected from pollution as a result of the development.   
 
Baseline information about the current WFD status of Wootton Brook is available 
through the Catchment Date Explorer. 
 
1.3 Groundwater Protection and Land Contamination  
We have worked closely with Hydrock Consultants during the pre-application phase 
with regard to groundwater protection and land contamination and confirm that the 
application is supported by appropriate investigations. We support the conclusions of 
the investigations that further groundwater assessment and remediation is not 
required.  
 
The proposed development site is located in an area of relatively low environmental 
sensitivity for controlled waters and we do not consider that further groundwater 
assessment or remediation is required.  
 



Our priority is to focus on the protection and improvement of the groundwater that 
supports existing potable drinking water supplies and groundwater within the most 
strategically important aquifers for future drinking water supply or other 
environmental use.  
 
The majority of the site is underlain by Unproductive Strata of the Whitby Mudstone 
Formation and has historically been used for agricultural purposes. Ground 
investigation work has identified that localised sources of groundwater may be 
present on site in the more permeable deposits, such as Glaciofluvial Deposits, 
Alluvium and Marlstone Rock Formation. Groundwater encountered at the site is 
considered to potentially be in direct hydraulic continuity with surface waters.  
 
Ground investigation work has encountered localised areas of contamination in 
areas of the site of low groundwater resource potential. On this basis, we accept the 
conclusions and recommendations of the Desk Study Report (Hydrock, reference 
R/151171/001 Issue 6, dated July 2017), Ground Investigation Report (Hydrock, 
reference R/151171/002 Issue 3, dated July 2017) and Ground Conditions Desk 
Study (Hydrock, reference R/151171/003, dated July 2017) that further groundwater 
assessment or remediation is required.  
 
Should our understanding of the site change, or if significant contamination is 
encountered during development, further work may be required, which may include 
additional investigation, risk assessment and/or remediation.  
 
1.4 Foul Water Drainage 
We have worked closely with Anglian Water Services Limited and the applicant 
during the pre-application phase with regard to foul water drainage and are pleased 
that our concerns regarding the potential lack of capacity at the Water Recycling 
Centre (WRC) (Great Billing) to accept the additional foul water flows have been 
addressed. We therefore support the proposed scheme.  
 
The documentation submitted with the application states that foul water from the site 
will discharge to Blisworth WRC. This must be amended to reference the correct 
WRC. 
 
AWS are unable to reserve capacity at Great Billing WRC and we therefore 
recommend that the applicant remains in contact with them during the application 
and development process to ensure that capacity remains available.  
 
To prevent the development from having an adverse impact on the sewage network, 
and subsequently the environment, it is essential that no building work is undertaken 
in connection with any phase of the development until full details of a scheme for the 
provision of mains foul sewage infrastructure, on and off site, has been approved. In 
addition to this, no building should be occupied until the works have been carried out 
in accordance with the approved scheme.  
 
2.0 M1 Junction 15a 
2.1 Flood Risk Management 
The site is located in an area of low flood risk and we therefore have no find the FRA 
have no concerns with the application.   



 
2.2 Water Framework Directive Assessment  
As with the main SFRI Site, we currently object to the application because 
compliance with the Water Framework Directive (WFD) has not been demonstrated.  
 
The potential effects of the development on the WFD status of Wootton Brook must 
be considered. It must be satisfactorily demonstrated to us that the development will 
not result in a deterioration of the WFD status of Wootton Brook. In addition, 
opportunities to improve the WFD status of the Wootton Brook must be identified. 
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